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the end of his field, our servants and coolies, appreciat-
ing the exigency of the occasion, made a rush over it
and took immediate possession.               *

We remained at Shipki that afternoon, the whole of
the next day, and the greater part of the day after,
making unavailing attempts to provide for further pro-
gress into Chinese Tibet. We should have been glad
to go very lightly burdened, but none of the coolies
or yakmen from Kunawar would accompany us a step
further. They said that their duty to their own State
had compelled them to take us across the frontier to
Shipki, at great inconvenience to themselves, for it was
their season of harvest, and many of the men of their
villages were away travelling on commercial ventures ;
but that there was no duty resting on them to take us
any further, and they were afraid to do so, because they
well knew that if they persisted in advancing with us,
the Tartars would either fall upon them and kill them
then, or do so on some future occasion when their busi-
ness might take them across the frontier. We had no
hold upon the Kunawar people for a further journey;
it would have been most cruel and unjustifiable to have
attempted to force them to accompany us, and they
would listen to no offers of increased monetary recom-
pense. The Tartars, on the other hand, were still more
impracticable. They openly derided the idea of our
going on into their country, and would not give us any
supplies either of carriage or of food.

On the whole, the Shipki people were anything but
civil, and at times it looked as if they only wanted a
pretext for falling upon us; but at other times they
condescended to reason on the matter. They said that
they were under express orders from the Lassa Govern-
ment not to allow any Europeans to,pass, and that it
would be as much as their possessidns and their heads
were worth to allow us to do so. Death itself would